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Government Should Fight for the Health of its Citizens  

By AUTHOR
Tobacco is the single most preventable cause of death. In fact, tobacco use causes one in ten deaths among adults worldwide – more than five million people a year. Unless our government starts to fight for our health, LOCAL STATISTICS ON TOBACCO TOLL.  

ORGANIZATION recently released the Global Adult Tobacco Survey. The survey includes the latest data on the prevalence of adult tobacco use and key tobacco control indicators in COUNTRY. The report shows that in COUNTRY, PREVALENCE of MEN/WOMEN currently smoke tobacco. PREVALENCE of children are exposed to tobacco smoke at home at least weekly. The high smoking rates in COUNTRY are troubling and clearly indicate that the government needs to take action to reduce the devastating health toll of tobacco.

More than 165 nations have made a commitment to reducing tobacco’s impact on its citizens by joining the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The FCTC is the world’s first international treaty devoted entirely to public health and provides a road map for successfully reducing tobacco use if rigorously and fully implemented.

The FCTC includes cost-effective solutions that have been proven to reduce tobacco use and should be implemented in every country. The solutions include educating people about the dangers of tobacco, raising taxes on tobacco and enforcing bans on tobacco advertising. Implementing these methods helps combat the tobacco epidemic and protects citizens from the harmful effects of tobacco.

IF FCTC IS RATIFIED: As one of the countries that has ratified the FCTC, COUNTRY has an international commitment to continue to implement and enforce the health treaty. Doing so will continue to protect the health of COUNTRY’s citizens and ensure that the current smoking trends do not continue to increase.  IF FCTC IS NOT RATIFIED: As one of the few nations in the world that hasn’t ratified the FCTC, COUNTRY is lagging behind the world in ensuring its citizens live healthy lives and should take into account their citizens’ health as the government considers new legislation. 

The effect that tobacco is having on the people of COUNTRY is startling and preventable.      Strong tobacco control laws are needed to protect our health. We call for the COUNTRY government to keep the interests of its citizens in mind over the interests of the tobacco industry and to implement strong tobacco control laws.

