Appendix C: Media Release Template

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DATE
CONTACT:
NAME, NUMBER, EMAIL
COUNTRY’S First Survey of Adult Tobacco Use Shows That [insert key finding] 
Tobacco’s Economic and Health Toll Can be Reduced by Implementing the Proven Measures in International Health Treaty

CITY, COUNTRY – ORGANIZATION today released COUNTRY’S first Global Adult Tobacco Survey, a surveillance tool aimed at understanding tobacco use and trends in COUNTRY. The survey found that tobacco use and its toll in COUNTRY are significant, with more than NUMBER smokers in COUNTRY, and INSERT ADDITIONAL STATISTIC ON USE.  

The report revealed additional important data that should guide policymakers in implementing measures to reduce tobacco use, including: 
· Include 3 or 4 bullet points highlighting the most interesting results from the report for your country. 
Globally, tobacco use causes one in ten deaths among adults worldwide – more than five million people a year. By 2030, unless urgent action is taken, tobacco’s annual death toll will rise to more than eight million. 
Yet there are proven methods to reduce tobacco’s impact on COUNTRY’S citizens, and more than 164 nations, including [country] (if applicable) have committed themselves to doing so by ratifying the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), the world’s first international treaty devoted entirely to public health. This treaty provides a road map for successfully reducing tobacco use if rigorously and fully implemented.

The World Health Organization released a report that identified a set of six cost-effective solutions that are mandated by the provisions of the FCTC, have been proven to reduce tobacco use and should be implemented in every nation. Called the MPOWER package, these solutions require nations to: 

· Monitor tobacco use and assess the impact of tobacco prevention and cessation efforts; 

· Protect everyone from secondhand smoke with laws that require smoke-free workplaces and public places; 

· Offer help to every tobacco user to quit; 

· Warn and effectively educate every person about the dangers of tobacco use with strong, pictorial health warnings and hard-hitting, sustained media campaigns to educate the public;  

· Enact and enforce comprehensive bans on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorships and on the use of misleading terms such as “light” and “low-tar;” and 

· Raise the price of tobacco products by increasing tobacco taxes. 

 “With INSERT MOST HARMFUL STATISTIC FROM REPORT, it is critical that our government places a priority on strong tobacco control legislation” said NAME, TITLE, ORGANIZATION. “We join the international health commnity in calling for COUNTRY to take action and effectively IMPLEMENT OR ACCEDE TO the international tobacco control treaty and reduce the deadly health and economic impacts of tobacco .”

IF FCTC IS RATIFIED: As one of the countries that has ratified the FCTC, COUNTRY has an international commitment to continue to implement and enforce the health treaty.  (INSERT COUNTRY SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON SUCCESSES OR CHALLENGES OF IMPLEMENTATION AND SPECIFIC PRIORITIES IN YOUR COUNTRY).  
IF FCTC IS NOT RATIFIED: As one of the few nations in the world that has not ratified the FCTC, COUNTRY is lagging behind the world in ensuring its citizens live healthy lives. As the government considers new legislation, it must place the heath of its citizens over the interest of the tobacco industry. INSERT COUNTRY SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON CHALLENGES TO FCTC RATIFICATION AND SPECIFIC COUNTRY CHALLENGES.

Methodology:

GATS in COUNTRY was a household survey of persons 15 years of age and older conducted in 20XX by XXX. The survey includes information on background characteristics, tobacco smoking and smokeless tobacco use, cessation, secondhand smoke, economics, media, and knowledge, attitudes and perceptions toward tobacco use. 

Additional Information:

IF YOU HAVE WEB SITE, PLEASE INSERT 

Full Report: INSERT LINK TO COUNTRY SPECIFIC GATS REPORT

###
INSERT PARAGRAPH ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION
